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late in the sixteenth century, and secondary education turned more and more to the
creole population with the standard humanist curriculum of the Jesuits' ratio stu-
diomm dominating. The opponents of the Colegio de Santa Cruz were probably
cruelly correct in their judgment that a large scale development of secondary educa-
tion for Amerindians would have led to the rise of an indigenous intellectual elite-and
rebellion.
In the short run, secondary education would have provided increasingly com-
petent members for the bureaucracy, the civil service, and the teaching profession (had
these functions also been opened to Amerindians). And in the long run it would have
produced an intellectual elite that might have taken the leadership in achieving
self-government and independence, as happened so widely in the twentieth century in
many of the new nations of Asia and Africa. But this did not happen in Spanish
America. Instead, the Spaniards did not educate Amerindians, still less Africans, for
self-rule. They imposed a white traditional Western society on top of subject popula-
tions, and they concentrated their educational attention upon the intellectual elite of
the ruling white classes. Eventually, it was the upper class Creoles who threw off
Spanish peninsular rule in the early nineteenth century, but this did not change the
society very much. Social transformation and genuine modernization in Latin America
had to wait until the twentieth century.
One of the reasons for the continuity and stability, some would say stagnation,
of Hispanic society in America for some three to four hundred years was the
traditional character of higher as well as secondary education. Predominantly religious
and thoroughly aristocratic, the twenty-six universities that were founded to the end
of the eighteenth century carried on a heavily medieval university tradition, respond-
ing to the new currents of the Enlightenment almost a century later than in Northern
Europe or in Northern America. The first move to establish a university in the New
World had been made by the Dominicans when Pope Paul III authorized the founding
of the University of St. Thomas Aquinas in 1538 in Santo Domingo with all the
privileges and rights pertaining to the Universities of Alcala, Salamanca, or other
Spanish universities. We have already mentioned the Universities of Mexico and San
Marcos which began operation in 1553 long before Santo Domingo was functioning.
Other major universities were founded in Bogota, Guatemala City, Cordoba,
Quito, Havana, and Caracas.17 At first the Dominicans, and then later the Jesuits,
were the most enterprising in promoting the establishment of universities, often
engaging in bitter disputes over jurisdiction and privileges. Typically, a major uni-
versity boasted the four medieval faculties of arts, theology, law, and medicine. The
faculty of arts was usually held in fairly inferior position, often scarcely distinguishable
from the colegio and usually considered to be preparatory to the highest prestige
faculty of theology, which meant that the universities were basically training grounds
for the clergy. Law also became popular for the growing administrative classes in the
course of the seventeenth century, but medicine was often in low repute because of
the absence of competent physicans as teachers. The popularity of university study as
a sign of upper-class status is attested to by the estimate that some 150,000 university
17See German Arciniegas,Larz« America: A Cultural History, Knopf New York, 1967, pp. 150 ff.

